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May 16, 1997
UM NAMES NEW RESEARCH VICE PRESIDENT 
MISSOULA -
A scientist with more than 25 years of experience as a research administrator has been named vice 
president for research and development at The University of Montana-Missoula.
T. Lloyd Chesnut, vice president for research and graduate studies at Ohio University in Athens, 
will assume his duties Aug. 1, President George M. Dennison said.
Chesnut was one of five candidates who visited campus for interviews this spring after a 
nationwide search yielded more than 100 applicants for the position. He replaces Raymond Murray, who 
retired from UM in June 1996.
“Dr. Chesnut brings the unique blend of talent and experience which is needed for success in the 
position of vice president for research and development at The University of Montana,” Dennison said. “I 
couldn’t be more pleased and excited.”
In his current position, Chesnut has doubled the amount of outside funds to support Ohio 
University’s basic research, educational and training programs. Under his leadership the university 
brought in more than $34 million in research grants and contracts in fiscal 1996.
Chesnut guided Ohio University’s reclassification efforts to move from a Doctoral Institution I 
status to Carnegie Research Institution II status. He negotiated agreements to establish three new 
businesses that use university-owned technology, including a company that employs 45 people in the 
local community.
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As leader of graduate studies, Chesnut worked to improve minority graduate student recruitment. 
Ohio University has about 3,000 students enrolled in 70 master’s and 28 doctoral programs and in the 
College o f Osteopathic Medicine.
An entomologist, Chesnut has served on the Ohio University zoology faculty since 1987. He was 
the university’s associate provost from 1987 until 1990, when he moved into his current position. From 
1982 to 1987 Chesnut served as associate vice chancellor of academic affairs for graduate studies and 
research at Louisiana State University in Shreveport, including a stint from 1983 to 1984 as interim vice 
chancellor.
Chesnut earned bachelor’s and master’s degrees in entomology and a doctorate in entomology and 
zoology from Mississippi State University in the 1960s. In 1968 he began his teaching career in biological 
sciences at the University o f Central Florida. During his tenure at Georgia College from 1974 to 1982, 
Chesnut served as director o f the Center for Environmental Study and Planning, director of the Office of 
Research Services and dean of the graduate school.
During a leave of absence from Georgia College in 1981-82, he worked as senior scientist for the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency in Washington, D.C. He continues to serve on the agency’s 
Advisory Board of the National Environmental Technology Applications Center. He also is chair of the 
Coalition for International Environmental Research and Assistance board and a member of the Eastern 
European Environmental Partnership and the Ohio Board of Regents Advisory Council on Graduate 
Studies.
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